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About MapRoulette

● Breaking up contributions to 
OSM into simple tasks

● Can be used to “trickle” 
external data into OSM.

● Make tasks public to 
crowdsource to OSM 
community, or keep them 
private to your organization

● Can be as simple as 1-click 
confirmation of attribute value



Origins of MapRoulette
TIGER Road import in United States (2008)

Full coverage road network, but very poor quality (alignment + classification)

+ 
License Change CC to ODbL (2012)

OSM changed the license of the map data from Creative Commons to ODbL in 2012. All mappers who had 
contributed needed to agree to keep their data in the map.

= 



An enormous clean up and improvement 
effort was needed

The community was still quite small in 
2012

<100 daily active mappers 

Something was needed to organize the work



MapRoulette 🐣
So the idea of MapRoulette was born: 
A tool to work on small, randomly 
assigned tasks. The aims were:
1. To make a huge mapping effort feel 

more doable by breaking it up in 
small tasks

2. Make repetitive mapping more fun

Success: Cleanup completed in < 3 
months



⭐⭐⭐Mapper Feedback⭐⭐⭐
● 10 years of MapRoulette operation
● More than 700 issues closed
● 2 new major versions, >30 minor versions

MapRoulette API



⭐⭐⭐Mapper Feedback⭐⭐⭐
2013: “We love the task-based style of work, but we wish we could have more 
different types of challenges, and make our own!”

● Full REST API for creating 
and manipulating challenges

● Challenge Wizard introduced
in MapRoulette 3.0 

● Extensive documentation, 
Online tutorials, talks

● Option to keep Challenges 
Private

MapRoulette API

Documentation Website



⭐⭐⭐Mapper Feedback⭐⭐⭐
2016: “We like that there are so many challenges now, but they are hard to find!”

● Advanced searching and filtering
● Themes and Difficulty
● Featured and Popular Challenges
● Browsable Map



⭐⭐⭐Mapper Feedback⭐⭐⭐
2018: “There are too many tasks, I would like to just work on tasks close to me!”

● Virtual Challenges
● Local Knowledge Only Challenges
● Next task: Nearest instead of Random

A virtual challenge being created

Select your next task from a map of nearby tasks

Set “Local Knowledge Required” when 
creating a Challenge



⭐⭐⭐Mapper Feedback⭐⭐⭐
2020: “MapRoulette is causing Bad Edits, BAN MAPROULETTE!”

● Comment on Challenges
● Email address for Creators
● Limits to number of Tasks
● Automatic Archiving
● Peer Review
● Challenge Link in Changeset
● Trust Remains Highest Priority

Discussion about a Challenge

Links to MapRoulette Challenge URL in Changeset



⭐⭐⭐Mapper Feedback⭐⭐⭐
2020: “Can we use MapRoulette to avoid bot edits?”

● Tag-Fix Challenges
● Cooperative Challenges

A Tag-Fix Challenge lets you confirm a 
change of one or more tags in one click 

without having to go to iD or JOSM
A Cooperative Challenge has built-in OSM data 
you can merge with existing OSM data in JOSM. 
Example is manual import / merge of chain store 

in France



What’s next for 
MapRoulette?



More Integrations with other apps
StreetComplete / GoMap!! / MapComplete / Vespucci / OSMAnd / (Rap)iD

● Further improve API / documentation
● encourage ‘local knowledge required’ challenges

There are plenty of good mobile apps
I don’t think we need a MapRoulette Mobile, but perhaps make maproulette.org mobile 

friendly?



Improved communication between 
challenge makers and mappers

The tools are there but sometimes too hidden away. It needs to be very easy to 
communicate

More accountability for challenge makers
We already have auto-archiving and 
improved notifications to challenge 
makers when their challenges are 
completed. This can be further improved.



Better discovery
More ways to search and filter. Make it easier to split a challenge into smaller areas. Making 

sure that challenges are current and relevant.

Reconsider the Task Lifecycle
“Too Hard”, “Can’t Fix” “Skip”, “Already Fixed”
confusing too many mappers. Make these actions
clearer? Add more options? Perhaps “Request 
Help From Local Mapper”?



Thanks!
Martijn van Exel | @mvexel@en.osm.town | martijn@vanexel.net 

MapRoulette on Mastodon: @maproulette@en.osm.town


